Information Booklet

14 Wharepapa South Road, Rd 7, Te Awamutu
Phone: 07 8722826 / Mobile:
Email: office@wharepapa.school.nz
Website: www.wharepapa.school.nz
Facebook: Wharepapa south

Welcome to Wharepapa South School
Our information booklet is designed to cover many of the
questions you might have regarding life at
Wharepapa South School.
If you have an more questions then please don't hesitate to
ring, email or come in to visit.

Our Mission
To provide a learning environment where staff, parents, children and the
community support the education and high achievements of our learners.

Motto:
The Friendly School: Learning together, climbing high.

The Friendly School:
Learning together,
climbing high.

Our school website is www.wharepapa.school.nz
It is added to regularly and contains useful information ,
support for teaching programmes and tributes to the
success of our students.

Fortnightly assemblies in the library. At the end of each
term we host a celebration assembly for the community.
We celebrate the success of students and award one
student with the inspiration award.

Each Friday the senior students plan, make and sell lunch
to our school children and preschoolers.
A notice is sent home each week advising you on the lunch
and the cost. Students can bring in money or use credit
system. For more information please contact the school.

Our students are involved in the Wharepapa Senior Challenge Award. They will be encouraged to
participate in many activities that develops their
Leadership skills, team bonding, self development and
basically getting them to try things that will push their
barriers. It’s exciting and we are proud to be involved.

We emphasise the importance of regular attendance. If
your child is absent from school for any reason, please
phone the school office, text, facebook or send a note
with another family member. We are now asking for a
REASON for any student absence as part of our move to
a new Electronic Attendance Register.
We check absences first thing in the morning and attempt
to phone home if any pupils are absent that we haven’t
had notification about.
We thank you for your support in helping keep your
children safe.
It is also important that you let our bus drivers know if
children travel by bus.

This is held in October, usually in the first days of the
Fourth Term.
Children are encouraged to bring along and show lambs,
calves or goats. Ribbons are awarded. In past years we
have had 100% participation from our students, and
wonderful support of friends and family. Always a great day
for the community, with plenty of tea/coffee and good
conversation.

While students do not have to wear our school uniform
daily we do insist that each child representing our school,
whether its class extension or sporting events must wear
our sports uniform while doing so. Your child/ren will be
issued with our Wharepapa South shirt / shorts / jackets
on the day of the event and must be returned at the end of
the day for washing.

We believe in encouraging, modeling and exploring our
values through learning experiences which focus on
ourselves, others and the environment. Our values are
integrated into our learning programmes and what makes a
Wharepapa South learner.
We value

Respect

Enthusiasm

Academic

Excellence

Participation

Honesty
Cultural Day.

As the ASB Bank is the school’s banker, we have partnered
with them to provide ‘school banking’ for students. A
deposit box is located in the school office and this is cleared
every fortnight.
Our School bank account number is: ASB Bank
12 3134 0064927 00 for internet banking.

Our School vision is:
Empowering

Students: to make the most of the opportunities
available to them.

Families: to support our community school by taking an
active part in the education of our students.

Teachers: to create learning environments where
students are valued, challenged, motivated and
confident.

We work hard to ensure that your child’s transition to school
is smooth and happy for all concerned.
Some suggestions to assist you in this transition:

Focus on the positive aspects of school when talking with
your child.

Talk to your child’s teacher or the Principal about any
questions you may have.

Encourage your child to recognise and write his or her
name.

Praise any attempts at reading and writing and encourage
them to try and have a go.

Talk about numbers, letters and words with your child.

Play games with them.

Read daily to your child and encourage them to talk about
the pictures and the story.

Encourage independence by ensuring that your child
packs his or her bag and carries it to and from school.

Have fun and enjoy.

Each year Yr 7 & 8 students participate in the Intermediate
Technology programme. This runs for Two terms each year
on a Thursday. Your child will need to be dropped off at
8.45am each Thursday morning while programme is running
and then delivered back to school before the end of lunch
break. This programme is free of charge thanks to the
support of our PTA.
We will help with car-pooling.

Class Hui
School starts at
Morning tea
Lunch
School Finishes at

8.50am
9.00am
10.45am
12.30-1.30pm
3.00pm

We offer Bible in School each Wednesday from 9.00am—
9.30am. This is not compulsory but we encourage children
to take part. The sessions are based on the values of
Society and are run by two great volunteers.

We have a motivated Board of Trustees. They are forward
thinking, reflecting the changing needs of the community
they represent. The Board works closely with the Principal
and staff in a governance role to provide the best possible
management of the physical and material aspect of our
school.
The School Board of Trustees are the following people.
Chairperson:
Arja Pinkney
Principal:
Pat Poland (Acting)
Staff Rep/Secretary
Katie Robinson
Treasurer:
Vanessa McCluskie
Parent Rep:
Jack Koopman
Sarah-Jane Yates
Aleisha Hayward

Our School bus run is operated by Mr Frank Fieten.
Mr Fieten’s phone number is 872 2560
There are 4 runs:

Whatauri/Seafund Road
Aotearoa Road
Waipapa Road
Owairaka Valley Road.

Although the School is charged a fee for ineligible
students using the bus service, the BOT are funding this
cost, ensuring that all students have free access to
school.
A door to door service for all is not intended by the
Ministry of Education, and parents may have to arrange
for their child to get to the nearest stop.
If your child is not going on the bus or is going home by
other means, please notify the driver (Frank) and the
school by note or phone.
For safety reasons we will not allow your child to go on
any other transport without prior notification. This
needs to be either a phone call or note.

Students have the opportunity to bring, i-pads,
chrome books to school. If you are interested
please make an appointment with the school.

Principal - Pat Poland (Acting) - Term 2
(Year 1-3) - Alana McConnell
(year 4-8) - Katie Robinson
Virginia Poland—CRT Release (Mon / Tues)
Office Administrator - Felicity Davison
Cleaner / Caretaker - Leonie McPherson

For your convenience, the school keeps a supply of stationery
at the school office throughout the year. You will receive a
stationery pack at the beginning of each year. We have
sourced the cheapest stationery available without jeopardizing
the quality.

Yr 6-8 student participates in this programme alongside
several other similar sized schools this is to provide
opportunities to network and collaborate in shared
experiences to enhance learning, grow confidence and
strengthen leadership.

Wharepapa South school promotes safety in the sun. Our
policy states that children must wear a hat when outside in
Terms 1 and 4. We encourage children to wear sunscreen and
appropriate clothing. School hats are supplied.

Teachers report to you on the progress of your child.
Reporting is by parent/teacher interviews, written reports,
and ePortfolios.
We are a school that uses National
standards.

We ensure that the environment we provide your child is
safe and secure. Teachers are on duty at break times.

Your child benefits from the progressive teaching of skills

from Year 1 to Year 8. Your child is given the opportunity
to experience the wide range of sporting activities available.
We have a partnership with Sport Energize and they come
into the school on a regular basis. Children have the
opportunity to be involved in after-school and weekend
sports teams. These teams provide your child with the
opportunity to compete, with an emphasis on fair play and
sportsmanship.
Wharepapa South School belongs to the Eastern Zone
Cluster who we join with each term for swimming, Athletics,
Cross Country and
Winter sports.
Participation in these
cluster sports days also
encourages fair play.
Such events promote
co-operation, team
spirit, school pride and
community awareness.

We aim to provide:
To provide parents/guardians with guidelines to ensure
complaints and problems are resolved quickly and
professionally.
GUIDELINES:
1. In the first instance, any problems should be directed
to the teacher concerned, either by telephone,
personal contact or letter. (Please bear in mind that
from 9.00am - 3.00pm a teachers’ main priority is the
classroom)
2. If the matter is not resolved, or if you, the parent
are not totally satisfied, then please contact Pat, the
school principal.
3. If you are still not be satisfied with the outcome, the
complaint should be directed to the: Board of
Trustees Chairperson in writing.
There are times when you have concerns, or queries about
programmes happening within the school. We encourage
you to ask questions and know that we take your concerns
seriously.
In most cases matters are easily sorted with a
conversation, so don’t hesitate to ring. It is much easier to
sort things quickly before they become bigger issues.
There may be times when staff ask to get back to you.
This is to ensure we have all the facts and are passing on
the correct information.

Teacher’s are happy to discuss pupils progress or other
matters concerning their schooling at any time. There will be
times when teachers will need to re-schedule, due to
classroom demands. Contact details are:
Year 0-3: Alana McConnell - alanam@wharepapa.school.nz
Year 4-8: Katie Robinson - katier@wharepapa.school.nz
Acting Principal: Pat Poland - principal@wharepapa.school.nz
Mrs Virginia Poland - CRT release (Mondays / Tuesdays)
Mrs Davison, the school secretary, is available to answer any
general enquiries Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 8.30am to
2.30pm.
We value your input and contribution.

We hold regular events that the community can
participate in. A great way to meet other families
(even if your children don’t go to the school).





Pumpkin weigh in
Eel contest
School open days
BBQs

Each Friday from 10.45 - 1.30pm we run a playgroup for any
preschoolers in our area. This is a Teacher based programme
which enables your preschooler the opportunity to work
alongside other
students.
This is a free service where you and your child can use the
library, take part in activities and get to know other families.
For children nearing school we encourage pre-school visits
where they can prepare themselves for school, meet their
teacher
and
get
to
know
other
classmates.
Please ring to discuss making visit times if you have a
child/ren nearing school age.

We are always looking for more help, and it is a good way to
meet the Wharepapa crowd. Meetings will be advertised in
the school newsletter so we urge you to come along and be
part of our dynamic team.
Our PTA works hard to raise funds that benefit our
students. In the past year the PTA money has funded
school camp, new library books, new library furniture,
sandpit upgrade, movie trip & swimming at Te Awamutu
Pools.

``

A community newsletter is delivered by mail every second
week. Extra copies may be obtained from the school. It
contains news of school and community happenings. You are
welcome to place relevant notices in the Newsletter free
of charge. You can also access an electronic copy from our
website.
Parents should check school bags daily for notes, messages.
We usually try to put them on bright paper to make them
easy to spot!

The Office Administrators hours are 8.30am to 2.30pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays. You can contact the office on
872 2826 or email office@wharepapa.school.nz. If you
would like to leave a message you can as the phone is
checked during the day.

A Visit from Mάhe Drysdale - April 2014

The Mobile Dental Clinic visits the school once a year.
Parents are notified in the newsletter. Should treatment be
required at any other time the Te Awamutu Primary School
Clinic should be contacted. Phone 871 5483.

There are many ways in which you can help support our
school to supplement the Ministry of Education Grant. We
have the Cash for Communities scheme (any farmer who
purchase Balance Agri-Nutrients can nominate our school to
receive cash) this is driven by PGG Wrightson, Allied
Farmers operate a bobby calf collection service in our area
and they will donate 35 cents per calf to our school if you
register and you can also rear a calf and donate the
proceeds through Affco. More information will be sent out
via our School / Community Newsletter each year.
These donations ensure that we maintain a continuing high
standard of facilities and resources including reading
material, maths equipment, library and reference books,
information technology software and physical education
gear for your child’s education.
There are no school fees at Wharepapa South School.

ICT is a tool used to enhance teaching & learning at
Wharepapa South School.
Students have access to a wide range of ICT’s to aide their
learning.

This is kept at school. Parents may view at anytime. At the
end of each term items not claimed will be disposed of.
PLEASE ENSURE ALL CLOTHING IS NAMED.
We encourage students to look after their belongings.

Students in our school have school based email
addresses and use google docs, seesaw and drop box to share
their learning. This allows access form both home and school.
We ask that parents and students fill an internet agreement
form before students use ICT’s at the school.
Part of this form asks for you to give permission for photos,
art work and written work to be published on the school
website, in booklets and in articles sent to the paper.
This will be given to you at the time of enrolment.

Lunches can be purchased on Fridays (see Fridays lunches
for what happens on Fridays).

Pies $2
Lunches can be ordered for the lunch break when they
arrive at school in the morning and are ready for
collection at the multipurpose room by 1pm. We do have
a credit system set up if you would like to pay at the
office and then your child/rens lunches will be deducted
off your credit amount.
We are constantly reviewing our lunch menu.

Yr 7 & 8 students attend Tech Arts
@ Te Awamutu Intermediate.

Our Curriculum integrates the key competencies of the New
Zealand Curriculum by teaching your child how Relationships,
Resilience, Resourcefulness and being Reflective are the
keys to being lifelong learners.
Our programmes are student focused and special care is
taken to plan and implement programmes based on individual
need.
We use ‘evidence of learning’ to highlight student progress.
Our expectations are high and students are encouraged to
set goals and reflect on learning.

We have a wonderful library at Wharepapa South School.
Children are able to access the library at anytime and are
encouraged to take books out. Pre-schoolers are welcome to
use the library.

ADULT COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Thank you to those who have kindly donated books to our
adult section of the community library. The library holds a
small selection for the community to loan out, free of
charge. There is a notebook to be completed on taking and
returning books. If you have any books that you no longer
need and feel others would enjoy. Please feel free to
donate to our adult library. Thank you.

Outdoor education provides your children with the
opportunities to develop personal and social skills, to become
active, safe and skilled in the outdoors and to protect and
care for the environment. Your child’s outdoor education
programme begins at Year 1, with your child using the school
playgrounds and local environment, and develops throughout
their school years.
We have an overnight experience every year, trips and
learning opportunities that enhance learning. These are
funded and supported by our P.T.A.

In the event of extraordinary conditions such as an
earthquake or flood etc. resulting in the emergency closing
of the school, you will be notified by telephone. Children
whose parents can not be contacted will remain in the care
of the Principal/Staff.
Children will not be permitted to go home with other
parents unless they are the child’s emergency contact.

We are an enviro-school focusing on sustainability for the
future.
All students are taught to care for their
environment.

Our Information Pack is updated yearly. Enrolment forms
are available from the school office. The school Principal is
available to meet with you to talk about your expectations
and have your questions answered. The Principal, Teachers,
students will be happy to show you around the school.

Fundraising events are organised carefully throughout the
year. The money raised is used for specific purposes to
enhance the quality of education offered at Wharepapa
South.

Search Wharepapa South School, like our page, and you will
automatically become a follower.

We view the Home–School partnership as vital in providing the
very best outcomes for your child.
We encourage you, as parents, to visit the classroom, ask
questions and support homework. We have an open door
policy and encourage you to visit the classrooms.
As parents, you play an important part in the education of your
child and we welcome your ideas and help at school.

Please notify the school if your child s a medical condition so
we can ensure appropriate care is taken.
All pupil
medication is kept and administered by staff.
The Public Health Nurse visits the school on a regular basis.
New entrants have a hearing and vision check shortly after
they start school. If there are any concerns you will be
contacted. Other children can be referred for testing at this
time.
The majority of our staff have a current First-Aid
Certificate. They are trained to treat minor injuries and
illnesses. You will be contacted if your child needs extra care.
The procedures we follow are in our health and Safety
Procedure, which is in the office.
If we feel your child is not well enough to be at school we will
contact you or your emergency contact.

Every fortnight on Wednesday 8.30-9.30am is school wide Kapa
haka (compulsory 9-9.30)
Our school will combine with other schools to perform at the
local festival in September. Year 4 and older will
participate, younger children who are really keen will be
considered to join in as well.

